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by Danielle Dennis . . . | |
Air Force Families Fore\;@rm'P!dg_er%mtA%ad)}sstcus AFFF 5 S
following the | oss i ¢
Over the last 18 WMeNRKedAldl fficult St o
Force Families Forevedei Odd AcFaFiFdi d f e ¢
program anal ysts& angyitchee yAirre aF0jrLeed t
Gold Star and Survigymgi FrMmidWypport wi Sur v':
Member Representatijver gvom Keent i nuum o Coun
together to create oy OrelguettikntetSl solnPgl i
di alogue with survigypores. Wit hFgrce Fa
incredible support fyomstithse Addded t o
For&emost senior |le@ad@&ms$ni €4fion and
of fices set forth oW tap "M iSSITPN de® MErd
directly from the sPOUSL St y-PstdeVolicSeis c e
siblings, and even rCehsidodnrsei”bIOJ fOUrT pr
deceased Airmen. survivor support.
The first Air FoOor¢@eSWiYi ¥@Frce offi S
held in Shalilymar .cContinuum
on April 3dr o PP 19 mpruirsvd o | 9
mbers wer egy feVrittse df rtPm I @d Nt u
senior | eafseyss|it ypoddCyi Adsd,
experts S rdgn gphie survivor
and Air many nacntd oFndaMi leYx per t s
Center, or A&FRC,
who work direct ISy éaREBN Pags

Veterans Day
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Privil ege,

Riyrnglolr?:/eFlesirr:]ie:ries Forever represen'inXtidv"éty and.Obllgatlon’ no.t on
representative, but as a citiz

What an esteemed privil ege caonndn ehcotn owi ttho tchaer ef afnoirl itehse of t
24 engaged family member s of nKeds! areAmet Fonnd Bepeesent t
(Mi ssissippi) Air Force FamihmemerFesevertpeogrhamveldtohebsng
a bittersweet sense of pridethe wekbkenme bhethemilcharatter
fallen heroes into our programo Weokreathtumbiedphoto and re
grateful by their presence, faod yehetbetovegabpniagsbehidndnd
their evolved membership is Hesbesrteonlpgare.

Our service members raised tBarviwvbgbtahendrauoefliafefndr t |
the freedoms of our nation asfdgpged Wwhehutmemate | Fagtcifoi ¢¢
Working with the families hadebrabghtcempeakhzavfonhthat| o
freedc&bmfirsene, and the tangi blreegmuaegsnti tfurdoem offaniihlei es in the A
Ai ranCr dedam an American Airman, t@ugr ¢diommeeft i on. The child
Freedom and Jusd i Sveagr dMyarNda t S lwinheeltch,am,t sall echo similar stor
Sentry and Avenger. | debend|l omyscaobnhryhwel thl oyeldi bae, but

My efforts in the -A¢IFF: progcame are t wo

for the family and keep the spirit of our Se@ Rlewl L@sHGEPa.g el t3
CARE on active duty, or nenxtanofi nkaicnt irveeg adridt|ye s
continued from Pagefdr training or anncuiarlc umsatiannicneg osft adteuast,rl
and whose relationshiUsewas morale, welf
wor k analyzing sur velsvioarb |fiesehdebda chkeif or e rtehcer eMaitrimann act i vi ti es
reviewing current pdeoactehs.s es, and installation command e
evaluating the indi vExdpaddaddsupport ivmalyudes installation)
collective del i veryl joffelsounrgv isvuopp osrutp paonedh coouutrraegaecdh ttoo i nvi t e
As the working gr ouspurdveilwiendg ifnatn® | y memebnebresr sd eifni niends taasl | at i
problem statements naenxdt Ppoofs skiijbnl:e as air shows, lunchec
solutions, AFFF pol iscwi cddw @ ewiad d wers a(nrde rhaorl ri ideady ervent s.
of fices moved for wanrodt )by I n June, A&FRC offic
i mplementing 2019 Nagtgaodm!lpDredrretnsEemot hrearr k eftdtnlgerc,ampai gn t ¢
Authorization Act |setge psnhoatthieorn, isntteop fAa tehnedr ,p rmeostehnetr Ai r For c e
Force guidance. through adoption, feaxtphaenrdetdhrsowpgphort i ncl
I'n addition to |eadshbaiovne ¢banees patroe nrtesq unehsot sitnosotda lilnat i
surv-dwvioven feedbackl died pedlrent i s) participat e -apmp rcoovrera  r
shape AFFF guidance gapadhi chHialndls(-i nc| umbirmd est emel fare and r
today, expanding whochiisl derleing i baldeo pftoerd)acti vities. EIligible
services and how supp@dadh isi Wleilnyerwerdatomara,cts itshtedrr, nhealrfes
by A&FRCs -omt wctivebrot hegi,sthearl fand s tAeFpFF representatlve
installations.

AFFF support is prowmﬁteazllIta)tlf@mnlduycesl%orthmmrueghlnformat|o
members of deceased srseudaunlcaer oafnda Def e nwsiet hBitohnee tnreiacr est r ep
reserve component Aidemetni fwhcoatdiioend Sy s ttehne cparéodeerbapra @b i gi bl e

t
f
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r
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mailto:afpc.dpfff.afff@us.af.mil
https://www.afpc.af.mil/Benefits-and-Entitlements/Air-Force-Families-Forever/
mailto:www.facebook.com/airmanandfamily
https://www.afpc.af.mil/Benefits-and-Entitlements/Air-Force-Families-Forever/
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Air Force Families ®Gof-brgm
support program executed by Air man and
Family Readiness Centers, or on active
-duty installations around t
A&FRCs functsitop asnfomrenati o
centers -HotyacGuaed, and Res Meadow of Memories
member s, Department of Defe Fallen Heroes Trail tirees and
eligible family members. The g nce
readiness, resilience and q 7. % r Air men,
families and the community i members of
deceaseddutcyt i Avier men. The Meadow of
I n addition to AFFF, the r tMefnfories Falle
members who serve as Communi Heroes Trail w
Consultants provide worksho s,luﬁ‘hdonoenéeat.“
orone consultations in 12 ot aGl s Star Fami
. . . emembr ance
§ Air Force Aid Society Week in | ate
8§ Air Force Warrior and Suryv September at
§ Casualty Assistance I\KA!BGS!GV,AF.B i?
§ Deployment Support I'ss1 sslppl
§ Empl oyment Assistance by Holly Fishe
§ Exceptional Family Member Program
g g::zg:g: ZlngacvglrilLF?ZdInersgprsgg\e”n{:gfiye_s—amadrtArierr_Fw;irtcre D
. . approved civilian and military
§ Relocation Assistance military survivors Based on
§ Survivor Benefits Pl an preferences of the surviving f
§ Transition Assistance Progbegmwing assistance, support, ol
§ Volunteer Resources i ssues family members may have
One of the major functiondeafhA&FR&8 Akr man.
connect personnel and their f £minlniees wiitth yppropd i ostest A&
support services both on andeloifdi bialsiety &awdFmake it part o
PRI VI LEGE
continued from Page 2
~ .,. . a nnection wit-h hehemaliint &ioricreg the conne
+ A a AlUA MQKCSQ \I‘I§$IAy,IAife they knewAirn tFchracse .prAfvtiedreddi s c
CkYAfASA (2:NBYSENghel ming senmreomiamrliareftiot s witt
, A~ = = i that connectimawlbyactkalflogn tshemvl ce
9 SO0LIFANI LJN\E'EbI\ié|%gce inception ofbegmaen AFPEiIinNng the cor
; >r Q am,N&Wrywi vor s Grhiagdke amikliganatedopn
)\YT?N‘NI GQYZ paé?@?ﬂ“%s?éozﬁ t he pframngadte galso lmdonvmenst ant
FYR | fA&a|lyadrededl frbe benef iaarol ffeel fam |ies
. T ssirance that thell wWaer dieeyp aimeyg e d,
!,?\N‘I{I y.,\ 3 Cltﬁggugh the sacrifirceplof waseigi rgmlvee,d yet
wWSI RAYySaa | bSneulorNRAgs an insurmpumndraawi ¢l never for
z S = & rivilege to be an Yaane.r iA amromi se was me
62NI REARY D 4 "ecent conversatyiosn awiet moav and for ey
newly engaged AFFF AlermbReWecare Air Force
reiterated just howFanmilluiathd eFarhever !
program is and the importance of
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https://www.afpc.af.mil/Benefits-and-Entitlements/Air-Force-Families-Forever/
https://www.afpc.af.mil/Benefits-and-Entitlements/Air-Force-Families-Forever/
https://www.afpc.af.mil/Benefits-and-Entitlements/Air-Force-Families-Forever/
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Al r Force Survivor Advoc

by Randi Ramchar an to apply to serve onThhidapewncbudedl an
Air Force Gold Star andASurgfrvighdgt hagm bXigh p adnieslc ursesviioenw laendd by t he
Member Representative 4jgscyussion, 13 sur vStvaofrfs oMfertene Air Forc

On March 6, 2020, stBeAtedFbroem a pooGolodff eaipnp laincda nltls ottoh er

survivors began a draeyproefs eenvte natlsl iAi r Fwhroc es esruvrev iavso rnse mbner s
Washington, D.C., atshirse pnreews einntiattiiavteisv eEa cThh es ugrovailv owa sr etpor e s e
on the inaugur al S usrevlievcotr sAudrvvoicvaocrys wittohl dd itvheerisre st ori es i n
Counci | . experiences to bestsupepporrets ethot ftunteur e f anm
I't all started invdhNocecemband2@x9er i enrceegsr eotft aabllly ojuori nAitrhei
when Air Force sur vHovrocres swierrvei vaosrkse.d Thi sé ijsnst about one
March: Senior |l eaders
al ways be a part ofdhfy tdhee SytPdy esi tteonsd
GRI_EF thoughts and IanguaWeereTatIhkelrﬁdradzoc’urtCe c
continued from Pagepi4m helps so very mi@M.gel ¢ TkheeepssurhV'n_\{OV
present, allows me htaovecotrhte PP otrg uni ty
alone. i mpact others thl‘OLpdhrehCI s 0anmaz""lnnd act as
As | write this Ilameappndachi pgvot dl10Tt ¢ Ophy tg r0jNeSs. E&‘LFrnee
two years without my wirlavifso.r elvehravoee itd acdyeed gingdp Woyr é‘\/eds
not mowmebut | am mawidnd am so gratefurlesfodr"etho”s""ertrfhnea’3)9th05r0tr
forwarMy sweet Travisvies who continue Wt'd 2K eh jam Whiitlpe, bu
constantly on my mimed and will col e t|ve|y move t he
Grief does not gobﬁbv? pupppgt to fam
eventually starts toF@% khegikdeeshrupdat
Even when it may apddar t SAigd Eptceh&urv
fbetdietr ,does not meaEnM.Le_Yd_cerW'ql‘bune 2020
desperately miss our'hevleldgrghegroyp of
am sure that we allrespHaerSee”aIactdrHrProsn who w
fear that the W0r|d2.OV\;'2|20p|22f[3P§l? Bur
Linda —~Ambar
person. We as the AldowFodlwa€. PRiMipg afoSrd, «
Forever community alLe. Sthearigemp! atiot h
keeping the memory Fdldodlrs Flgypdd Menananampr
ones going strong. Li. Mpmmshamewe can
talk more about our‘{“h%ﬁr‘”;gérfeg"fjeroﬁ?yﬁ“%"y’s?“e"e
tal k more about ourprdt@dre do 8dme &r, Aid Rdh Mar k
continue to build ag'at:b@'mim‘unlty her e
onda Ji_mmer son
we ar e Supported af‘sasﬂep\bﬁ aj Troy Gilbert, S
So & ekeep talking,Teg@weMnrrwhen it
may be uncomfortabl @53 bedcoduiélt hitdy Steve
is the part of howcwe ehneatlipe and when
we grow. No one hasli2yofied)al i g@k-ed'gunty S
—-trust me @l. sluraem doRthefltof Raul DeRmttier s ghRB,
committed to be|ngﬁgir9atcef L, for
another day to mak ey dowdd§ i EmbeldihE auill, atre
somehow, some way Plerpamgnhere wi t h
you on this Journeyrlngtlh:r g?aSenior Ai rman Jonath
) \S('Ielek?rir’Qg;ra\lsls gFBéo?glnifornia
Lt. Col . El i sha P 2o
commander of the 8a22|51§iﬁ|ﬂﬁ?&;cgsrtéljtor?npaarro|R|hr?;0n'
Medi c al Readiness fma%fdgr?oLne‘;V;fStSt Jordan Leu
The late Lt. Col. TraSheppadwinl Aiwr aE@rmleSBBsae eNevsfdgxasg-'
wi dow, Lt. Col. Elish@he@ailhitlhe WwiCdwm eosfyed_ht.SgCoDesarTereaE\HGsd_ge
phOtO) Brownl ow. W;Shlngiolech. Sgt. Justin EII
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https://youtu.be/UJQc7B_TD28
https://youtu.be/UJQc7B_TD28

Fami |y Story

To understand &her ealvet ar epokt a

by Tony Cordero
Gol d Star son
A few years aggb6f ptRUreff®rentdhe
Wa bilt he annuadurctrrossmotorcyclje ride | eading
up to MembaiMéddDlayof Honor recipient from the
Vietnam War noticed my | apel| button and asked if | was]| a
Gold Star fat h@odgn lal QGoe sdp oSntdaerd ,s o n
from the Vietnam War. | am what happens when Gold Star
childrendo grow up.
I'n June 1965, our family had just a month | eft before
we could return to tdhenenti teld States for dad
assignment at Mather Air Forjce Base in California Living
just off Clark Air Base (the Philippines) at the ti me, mo
was expecting baby No. 5: Jiim My ol der brother, Bill | Jr.
had just completed kindergarjiten. After Bil/l Jr., was Terri
me, then Dicky, and we &l | elagerly awaited baby Jim
arrival
Daé& first tour in Vo4 twhaintchwatse from 1963
spent navidégsatwintgh Bt h®Ailregendary 1
Commando Squadron at Bien Hoa AB (Vietnam). Toward
the end of his second tour, dad volunteered to serve as
navigatotTaotri thke B®» mRoISlqiurag
Thunder | mi ssion over the Ho Chi Minh Trail i n North
Vietnam. Operatinglade2badhandal | signal
his pilot, Charlie Lovel ace, flew from Tan Son Nhut ABJ in
Saigon to DaNang AB, a#d thegoli®Pigtead 88RtMey Bordero holds
(Jade 213 3Ond laar@ship bound NMajr. twar giednms ColrdBgo. (Courtesy p
the Vilegomsamborder. Then everything changed.
There was no indicati en7 owfaswg re % Whé their B
l ost in the early hours of J E@"Z%,elg g:‘eﬁﬁﬁihg tﬁﬁtbox I
overnight strike mission that ad an Charl 1 oye5|7ace
Despite her grief, unanswerv\éedntqudeos‘gr\ ofn&Uranygéars prior. Wh
pregnancy, mom summoned the éﬁmégg? 'P?I*hQOEPeEHrned to g
goddess of motherhood and pr{n Ec vtalof mﬁﬂgscrf’[&’@vpén!u”
Leto, and moved her family 7886 hFRES  bQFPKk mémﬁi RS ask
California. MIJa:thh(lelChefl’anhll’llySFlOlrveendSIiCn C{OpgC I Bs icom t mdns mafle b
Los Angeles area and |mmed|af§m9°'rfe§)rrrﬁéc?n§ecdl &S'"éj support
net work for us. On Jan. 3, 196Asi,r JFionm cwea sMobratruma riyn Atfhfea iprosr to f
town of San Pedro never knowingmtheaef athemahefseeeing the
strongly resembles. For the kRenwtwi hguobngyeasschoan f ammpkyhad
juggled both wonder and hopebasudadeandT8hardieei si on was e
Lovel ace were of fiMicid aildg dcrd akdctiifadre.rdnaseed to be protected
Were they shot down? Did a mewbbantbel t magbdpebrofhAgwar i mpa
them down? Where was the planéé6bopstfAeAcent bays PiG¥éspirheaste nnyi sl
or even alive? Maj s Charles K. Lovel aiomeraend
In March 1969, a small box OMTéfdddRIEtRESt N oSty oON 46
arrived at the U.S. Army mortuary in Saigon, and we
| earnedssocrate ourselves with a

new acronynmnegAMl N Page 7
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